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A GRAMMAR OF THE 


Milton s' A goniftes. 


So trifling. , by Ray , who is indeed of no great authority. 

It is not fo decorous, in refpeft of God, that he fhould im- 
mediately do all the meaneft and triflin^efl things himfelf, with- 
out making ufe of any inferior or lubordinate minifter, 

j Ray 07i the Creation . 

Fai7ious , by Milton . 

I lhall be named among the famoufeft 
Of women, fung at folemn feftivals. 

Inventive, by Af chain. 

Thofe have the inventiveft heads for all purpofes, and rounded: 
tongues in all matters. Afchani s Scboolmafler . 

Mortal , by Bacon . 

The mortaleft poifons pra&ifed by the Well Indians, have 
fome mixture of the blood, fat, or flefh of man. Bacon. 

Natural , by Wot ton. 

I will now deliver a few of the propereft and naturalleft con- 
fiderations that belong to this piece. Wotton s Architecture. 

Wretched , by Johnfon. 

The voretcheder are the contemners of all helps ; fuch as pre- 
fuming on their own naturals, deride diligence, and mock at 
terms when they underhand not things. B. Johnfon . 

Powerful, by Milton. 

We have fuftain’d one day in doubtful fight, 

What heaven's great King hath povdiflullefl to fend 

.Againft us from about his throne. Paradife Loft. 

The termination in ifh may be accounted in fome fort a degree of 
comparifon, by which the fignification is diminifhed below the pofi- 
tive, as black, blackijb, or tending to blacknefs ; jalt, faltijh, or having 
a little tahe of fait : they therefore admit no comparifon. This ter- 
mination is feldom added but to words expreffing fenfible qualities, 
nor often to words of above one fy liable, and is fcarcely ufed in the 
folemn or fublime ftyle. 

Of Pronouns. 

Pronouns, in the Englifh language, are, 7, thou , he , 
■with their plurals we, j ye, they , it, who, which, what, 
whether , who fiercer , whatfoever, my, mine, our , ours, thy, 
thine , your, yours, his , her, hers , their, theirs , this, that, 
other , another , the fame. 

The pronouns perfonal are irregularly infieCted. 


Nom. 


Singular. 

I 


Accuf. and other } 

;. S 


Me 


Plural. 

We 

Us 


oblique cafes, 

Nom. Thou Ye 

Oblique. Thee You 

y"ou is commonly ufed in modern writers for ye, particularly in the 
language of ceremony, where the fecond perfon plural is ufed for the 
fecond perfon lingular, You are »y friend. 

Singular. Plural. 

Them } applied to mafeulines. 


Nom. 

Oblique. 

Nom. 

Oblique. 

Nom. 

Oblique. 


He 

Him 

She 

Her 

It 

Its 


Them 5 A PP lied to feminines. 
They | Applied to neuters or 


Them 


things. 


For it the practice of ancient writers was to ufe % 
and for its, his. 

The poffefilve pronouns, like other adjectives, are 
without cafes or change of termination. 

The poffefilve of the firft perfon is my , mine , our , 
ours \ of the fecond, thy , thine, you , yours ; of the third, 
from he, his , from /he , her , and hers, and in the plural 
their % theirs , for both fexes. 

Our , yours, hers, theirs, are ufec} when the fubftantive preceding is 
feparated by a verb, as Ihefe are our hooks. Ihefe looks are ours. 
Your children exeel ours in flat we, hut ours furpafs yours in learning. 

Ours, yours, hers , theirs, notwithllanding their feeming plural ter- 
mination, are applied equally to* lingular and plural fubftantives, as 
Phis hook is outs. Phefe hooks are ours. 

Mine and thine were formerly ufed before a vowel, as mine amiable 
lady ; which though now difufed in profe, might be full properly 
continued in poetry, they are ufed as ours and yours , when they are 
referred to a fubftantive preceding. 



Who is. now ufed in relation to perfons, and which in relation t® 
things ; but they were anciently confounded. 

Whofe is rather the poetical than regular genitive of which ; 

The fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world. Milton 

Whether is only ufed in the nominative and accufative cafes ; and 
has no plural, being applied only to one of a number, commonly to 
one of two, as, Whether of theje is left 1 know not . Whether flail I 
choofe? It is now almoft obfolete. 

What, whether relative or interrogative, is without 
variation. 

Whofiever , whatfiever, being compounded of who or 
what, and fiever, follow the rule of their primitives. 

Singular. Plural. 

This Thefe 

, .. r , That Thofe 

In all cafes , -< 0ther Others 

Whether 

The plural others is not ufed but when it is referred to a fubftantive 
preceding, as I have fent other borfes. 1 have not fent the [ante horfts 
but others. 

Another, being only an other , has no plural. 

Here, there, and where, joined with certain particles 
have a relative and pronominal ufe. Hereof , herein 
hereby, hereafter, herewith, thereof, therein, thereby, there- 
upon, therewith, whereof, wherein, whereby, whereupon, 
wherewith, which fignify, of this, in this, &c. of that 
in that, &c. of which , in which, &c. 

Therefore and wherefore , which are properly, there fir 
and where for, for that, for which , are now reckoned con- 
junctions, and continued in ufe. The reft feem to be 
paffing by degrees into negleCt, though proper, ufe- 
ful, and analogous. They are referred both to Angu- 
lar and plural antecedents. 

There are two more words ufed only in conjunction 
with pronouns, own and felf. 

Own is added to poffeffives, both fingular and plural, 
as my own hand, our own houfe. It is emphatical, and 
implies a filent contrariety or oppofition ; as, I live in my 
own houfe, that is, not in a hired houfe. This I did with 
my own hand, that is, without help, or not by proxy. 

Self is added to poiTeliives, as my felf. yourf elves ; and 
fometimes to perfonal pronouns, as himfelf, it felf, them- 
filves. It then, lilqe own , exprefies emphafis and oppo- 
fition, as 1 did this rnyfilf, that is, not another ; or it 

forms a reciprocal pronoun, as We hurt our [elves by vain 
rage. 

Himfelf. itfclf themfeves, is fuppofed by Wallis to be put by cor- 
ruption, i oi his felf, it fe‘f their fives ; io that felf is always a fub- 
ftantive. I his feetns jultly observed, for we fay, He came himfelf ; 
Himjef fall do this ; where himfelf cannot be an accufative. 

, 4 Of the V e r b. 

Englifh verbs are aCtive, as 7 love ; or neuter, as 7 
languifh. The neuters are formed like the aCtives. 

Molt verbs lignifying anion, may likewife fignify condition or habit, 
and become neuters , as I love, I am in love^ I fh-ike. I am now 
ftnking. 

Verb's have only two tenfes infleCted in their termina- 
tions, the prefent, and Ample preterite the other tenfes 
are compounded of the auxiliary verbs have, Jloall , 
will, let, may, can » and the infinitive of the aCtive or 
neuter verb 

The palAve voice is formed by joining the participle 
preterite to the fubftantive verb, as 7 am loved. 

To Have. Indicative Mood. 

Prefent T enfi. 

Sing. 7 have, thou haft, he hath or has ; 


Their and theirs are the pofielAves likewife of it, and 
are therefore applied to things. 

Pronouns relative are, who, which, what, whether , 
whofiever, whatfiever. 

Sing, and Plur. Sing, and Plur. 

Nom. Who Nom. Which 

Gen. Whofe Gen. Of which, or whofe 

Other oblique cafes., W horn ’ 


Plur. We have, ye have, they have. 

Has is a termination corrupted from hath, but now more frequently 
ufed both in verfe and prole. 

Simple Preterite. 

Sing. 1 had, thou hadft, he had •, 

Plur. We had, ye had, they had. 

Compound Preterite. 

Sing. I have had, thou haft had, he has had ; 

Other oblique cafes. Which Plur. We have have had, ye have had, they have had. 

Preterplupeffeft • 
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Preterpluperf . 

Sing. 7 had had, thou hadft had, he had had ; 

Plur. Wc had had, ye had had, they had had. 

Future. 

Sing. I lhall have, thou fhalt have, he IhaU have ; 

Plur. We fnall have, ye fhall have, they lhall have. 

Second Future. 

Sing. 7 will have, thou wilt have, he will have ; 

Plur We will have, ye will have, they will have. 

By rcTdLg dieic futur/tenfes may be oblerved the vanations of 
fall and •will. _ . , , , 

Imperative Mood. 

Sim. Have or have thou, let him have *, 

Plur. Let us have, have or have j<?, let them have. 

Conjunctive Mood. 

Prefent. 

Sing. 7 have, thou have, he have ; 

Plur. We have, ye have, they have. 

Preterite fimple as in the Indicative. 

Preterite compound. 

Sing. I have had, they have had, he have had *, 

Plur. We have had, ye have had, they have had. 

Future. 

Sing . 7 lhall have, as in the Indicative. 

Second Future. 

Sing. I lhall have had, thou fhalt have had, he lhall 
have had; 

Plur. We lhall have had, ye fhall have had, they fhall 
have had. 

Potential. 

The potential form of fpeaking is expreffed by may, 
can, in the prefent ; and might, could, or Jloould, in the 
preterite, joined with the infinitive mood ot the verb. 

Prefent. 

Sing. I may have, thou mayft have, he may have ; 

Plur. We may have, ye may have, they may have. 

Preterite. 

Sing. 7 might have, thou mightft have, he might have ; 
Plur. We might have, ye might have, they might have. 

Prefent. 

Sing. I can have, thou canft have, he can have ; 

Plur. We can have, ye can have, they can have. 

Preterite. 

Sing. I could have, thou couldft have, he could have ; 
Plur. We could have, ye could have, they could have. 

In like manner foould is united to the verb. 

There is likewife a double Preterite. 

Sing. I fhould have had, thou Ihouldft have had, he 
fhould have had ; 

Plur. We fhould have had, ye fhould have had, they 
fhould have had. 

In like manner we ufe, 7 might have had ; 7 could 
have had, &c. 

Infinitive Mood. 

Prefent. To have. Preterite . To have had. 

•Participle prefent. Having. Participle preter. Had; 

Verb AClive. To Love. 

Indicative. Prefent. 

Sing. I love, thou loveft, he loveth or loves ; 

Plur. We love, ye love, they love. 

Preterite fimple. 

Sing. 7 loved, thou loved ft, beloved; 

Plur. We loved, ye loved, they loved. 

Preterperfifl compared. I have loved, &c, 

Pr et er pluperfect. I had loved, LPc. 

Future. I lhall love, (Ac. I will love, Ac. 

Imperative. 

Sing. Love or love thou, let him love ; 

Plur. Let Us love, love or love ye, let them love; 

Conjunftive. Prefent. 

Smg. 7 love, thou love, he love ; 

P/«r. We love, ye love, they love. 

Preterite fimple, as in the Indicative. 

- reterite compound. I have loved, Ac, 


T 

Future. I lhall love, Ac. 

Second Future. I fhall have loved, Ac. 

Potential. 

Prefent. I may or can love, Ac. , 

Preterite. I might, could, or fhould love, Lc. ^ 
Double Pret. 7 might, could, or fhould have loveo, c 3C. 

Infinitive. 

Prefent. To love. Preterite. To have loved. 

Participle prefent. Loving. Participle pafi. Loved. 

The palAve is formed by the addition of the parti- 
ciple preterite, to the different tenfes of the verb to be t 
which muft therefore be here exhibited. 

Indicative. Prefent. 

Sing. 1 am , thou art, he is ; 

Plur. We are or be, ye are or be, they are or be. 

The plural be is now little in ufe. 

Preterite. 

Sing. I was, thou waft or wert, he was ; 

Plur. We were, ye were, they were. 

Wert is properly of the conjunftive mood, and ought not Ho be 
ufed in the indicative. 

Preterite compound. I have been, Ac. 

Preterp luperfefl. 7 had been, A c. 

Future. 7 fhall or will be, Ac. 

Imperative. 

Sing. Be thou ; let him be ; 

Plur. Let us be ; be ye ; let them be. 

Conjunctive. Prefent. 

Sing. I be, thou beeft, he be ; 

Plur. We be, ye be, they be. 

Preterite. 

Sing. I were, thou wert, he were ; 

Plur. W ? were, ye were, they were. 

Preterite compound. 7 have been, Ac. 

Future. I fhall have been, Ac. 

Potential. 

7 may or can ; would, could, or fhould be ; could, 
would, or fhould have been, Ac. 

Infinitive. 

Prefent. To be. Preterite. To have been. 
Participle prefi Being. Participle preter. Having been.’ 

PalAve Voice. Indicative Mood. 

7 am loved, Ac. I was loved, Ac. I have been 
loved, Ac. 

Conjunctive Mood. 

If 7 bq loved, Ac. If 7 were loved, Ac. If 7 fhall 
have been loved, Ac. 

Potential Mood. 

7 may or can be loved, Ac. 7 might, could, or fhould 

be loved, Ac. 7 might, could, or fhould have been 
loved, Ac. 

Infiniti ve. 

Prefent. To be loved. Preterite. To have been loved 

"T~\ • . j -r . V W 7 V M a 

Participle . JLoved. 

. form of Englifh verbs, in which the 

infinitive mood is joined to the verb do in its various in- 
flections, which are therefore to be learned in this place. 

To Do. 

Indicative. Prefent. 

Sing. I do, thou doft, he doth ; 

Plur. W i do, ye do, they do. 

Preterite . 

Sing. 1 did, thou didft, he did ; 

Plur. We did, ye did, they did. 

Preterite Vc 1 have done, Vc. I had done, 
Future. I fhall or will do, Ac. 

Imperative. 

Sing. Do thou, let him do ; 

Plur. Let us do, do ye, let them do. 

Conjunctive. Prefent 
Sing. 7 do, thou do, he do; 

P lur. W ? do, ye do, they do. 

T he reft are as in the indicative. 

Infinitive. To do ; to have done. 

Participle prefi Doing, Participle preter. Done. 
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